
Angela O’Neal, Local History & 

Genealogy Manager

Aaron O’Donovan, Local History & 

Digitization Specialist

November 2018

2018



The Facts



10 Buildings
New Buildings
• Driving Park (open)

• Whitehall (open)

• Parsons (open)

• Shepard (open)

• Northside (open)

• Hilliard (open)

• Dublin

• Martin Luther King

Renovations
• Main Library (open)

• Northern Lights (open)





Our Vision



Our Purpose



Community Engagement

“A dynamic relational process that facilitates 

communication, interaction, involvement, and 

exchange between an organization and a 

community for a range of social and 

organizational outcomes"

Source: Johnston, K. A. (2018). Toward a theory of social engagement. In K. A. 

Johnston & M. Taylor (Eds.), The Handbook of Communication Engagement (pp. 

19-32). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. (Accessed via Wikipedia, Nov. 12, 2018).



www.columbuslibrary.org/myhistory





Timeline

• October 1997 $90,000 grant from State 
Library

• September 1998 Columbus in Historic 
Photographs 5,000 images online

• October 2010 Columbus Memory 
launched in anticipation of Bicentennial 

• February 2013 African American 
Collection launched with 500 images, 

now 27,000 items online



Timeline
• September 2013 65,000 items become hosted 

on OCLC Servers

• December 2013 $188k IMLS grant to become 
digital hub for Ohio

• May 2015 250K items available as CLC 
partners and CML combine collections

• June 2016 My History launches with new 
interface and new collections

• November 2017 Community Web Program

• March 2018 1 million items available, CML and 
Ohio Digital Network on DPLA







38 Contributing Institutions 
6 Counties



Focus is Central Ohio

However, content from around the 
world is included because of the 

connection to local people. 



Antwerp Central Rail Station

1913



Born Digital and Web

Growing and difficult to archive 
formats



Gaps in Collection

Both time period and representation

Born digital content allows us to 
capture both



Focusing on Immigrant 
Populations

Underrepresented and underserved



City Government and Schools

No formal archive

Library is de facto archive



Community Archives a Focus for 
2019

Community Web catalyst for 
archiving future collections



Future

Library as Content Creators

Systematic Collection

True Representation



Future

Media Outlets

Local History on Social Media

Alternative Press- Continue and 
increase collection



Thank You


